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SMI Announces Support for GS1 US Industry Standards
and Adoption Alignment With GS1 US

The Strategic Marketplace Initiative (SMI), a non-profit organization comprised of senior
executives from 35 IDNs and 36 healthcare suppliers and service companies, today announced
their support for the recent industry alignment efforts behind GS1 US and the GS1 set of data
standards. SMI, a founding member of the Healthcare Supply Chain Standards Coalition
(HSCSC), has actively supported efforts to unify healthcare supply chain stakeholders behind a
common set of data standards with a common implementation effort.

The HSCSC recently announced unification with the GS1 US Healthcare adoption effort, following
their 2007 recommendation for industry adoption of GS1 data standards. “The industry’s
alignment with GS1 US, combined with the resources, guidance, and experience of the GS1 US
professionals, helps position the healthcare supply chain as never before for the actual adoption
of common global data standards,” said Carl Manley, SMI’'s Chairman of the Board and Vice
President of Supply Chain at Sentara Health. “It is now the time for action,” continued Manley.
“Through industry adoption of the Global Location Number (GLN) and Global Trade Item Number
(GTIN), progress can be made to achieve a safer, more efficient supply chain.”

For the last three years, SMI's members have actively supported HSCSC data standards efforts,
creating standards “early adopter” workgroups, assuming leadership positions, and educating
members. “One primary challenge has been the industry’s fragmentation of efforts and resources,”
said Tom Hughes, Executive Director of SMI. “With GS1 US’s dedicated professional staff
resources, industry adoption efforts are expected to accelerate.”

At the recent SMI Forum in Orlando, Dennis Harrison, President of GS1 US Healthcare,
introduced SMI members to the GS1 organization, explaining GS1’s organization both globally
and here in the United States. SMI’'s Early Adopter Workgroups also met to review progress and
lay the groundwork for their involvement with the GS1 US Committees.
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About SMI:

The Strategic Marketplace Initiative (SMI) is a non-profit organization comprised of senior-level
executives representing diverse disciplines from the Healthcare Supply Chain including leading
IDN’s and Academic Teaching Centers as well as Medical Device, Diagnostic and Pharmaceutical
Manufacturers, Distributors and other key suppliers and service companies. SMI members have
joined together in a common cause to influence and reshape the Healthcare Supply Chain.

SMI utilizes a collaborative process to identify the most strategic issues. Multi-disciplinary teams
are formed to further define the issues with intensive debate and input from the membership.
Initiatives have resulted in software tools and publication of a best practice guideline. SMI hopes
to significantly reduce the costs associated with the Healthcare Supply Chain through the adoption
of standards and the elimination of waste and redundancy. SMI strongly believes that these efforts
will result in improved healthcare affordability and patient care.

SMI staff includes Thomas Hughes, Executive Director of SMI. Tom is responsible for the overall
operations of the organization, moderation of bi-annual Forums, and oversight of industry
initiatives. Teri Gallagher serves as Administrative Director for SMI, responsible for the ongoing
operations of the organization including functions relating to membership, financials, coordination
of Forums, ongoing communications and office administration. Dennis Orthman is Initiative Project
Manager for SMI, responsible for the ongoing support and coordination of SMI member-led
initiatives. His role includes research, analysis, and coordination of team activities.



