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Release Memo

July 6, 2001

Hello All,

We are pleased and proud to release version 1.2 of the RNTD (RosettaNet Technical Dictionary).  This release brings to a successful conclusion the Short Term Dictionary Content Project.  While much work still remains to have the premier global dictionary for the IT and EC E-Commerce, we are clearly well down the road to making this a reality.

What’s New
1. This is the first content work based on the recently finalized RNTD Content Coding and RNTD Maintenance Specification.  

2. The release includes a transactional change log of what’s occurred since the RNTD 1.1, in both machine-readable XML and spreadsheet format.

3. A copy of the Dictionary DTD is also included. 

4. A verification report that highlights some trailing fixes including their reasons and projected fix plan.

5. Improved content:

· Repaired value codes that were invalid due to punctuation, etc.

· Fundamental repairs to interconnects, passives, and actives

· Improved definitions and usability of classes that partners expressed an interest in.

6. A list of applicable industrial domain(s) for classes.

7. Explicit support for PIP2A9 version 1.01, including FileFormats, ContentTypes, and the new Query-by-Class supporting characteristic, QBC001.

The past six months have provided an extremely difficult environment to execute in.  Congratulations are well deserved for the participants who hung in through some very difficult times.

There also needs to be a special pat on the back for our Dictionary Software Developer Teri Kavanagh, who is on-loan from PTC. 

Supporting Software
The DictionaryBuilder is an open-source software tool for collaborative dictionary development. It is the tool used to support RosettaNet’s maintenance effort and for all dictionary releases. The software is under continual development to meet the needs of RosettaNet and its members. Although there are many requirements left to be satisfied, we have made some fantastic improvements to help RosettaNet be the most progressive eDictionary consortium in the world.

The DictionaryBuilder currently offers:

· a graphical user interface for navigating, searching, and analyzing RosettaNet technical dictionaries

· a distributed working environment to allow members from around the world to collaborate over the internet, even if they are behind strict firewalls

· tracking of proposed content changes and decision documentation, including who proposed the change, what it affects, when it was proposed, and why.

· tools to analyze a dictionary’s compliance to RosettaNet’s content specifications

· automated version control of individual entities, according to the severity and impact of the proposed change

· focused maintenance views, based on industrial domain or groups

· various exporting capabilities and custom plug-in support

· the ability to view and export changes that are currently being proposed to the dictionary, available as machine readable XML or text reports

· free software packages that can be adopted by companies for importing technical dictionaries to their own internal software

In a future release, the DictionaryBuilder will also have a web page for status and approval administration of proposed changes (developed by NIST). From this website, the appointed dictionary maintenance managers will be able to analyze and accept or deny changes proposed by the membership. Proposed changes will be stored and secured by a powerful Oracle backend.

The DictionaryBuilder is an open-source freesoftware project, being developed by PTC, RosettaNet, and NIST, with assistance from Si2 and ECIX. It is protected under an internationally recognized GNU open source license. The next release is scheduled for August 2001. If you would like further information, please visit http://rosettanet.ptc.com. 

To receive notification of new releases, or to become involved in the project, please email teri.kavanagh@rosettanet.org.

To view the RNTD 1.2, please go to http://rosettanet.ptc.com/db/RNTD/1.2/
Current Events

We have a new project going on the IT side (since late may) and are forming a new project on the EC side.  If you want to participate we would love to have you.  Please email ted.haas@rosettanet.org if you have not received a recruitment package and are interested.

The PIEMP (Product Information Exchange Milestone Program)

This program was kicked of by the RosettaNet Board in June 2001.  As the core of this Milestone Program consists of PIPTM 2A9 which is intensely linked with the dictionary, we in the RNTD space are collaborating with the Milestone Program to make sure implementations are as smooth as possible from a content perspective.  

This collaboration is based on prioritizing the classes of products for the implementers.  This collaboration will likely require another content release of the RNTD by late August or early September .  Both of our projects will drive on further after that release.
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